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as a lecturer, and as an author, and ultimately even ventured
what was then a far more hazardous enterprise than
now, emigration to l^ew Zealand, at that time a virgin
colony. His restless activity of mind and body kept him
1 >nsy even after his first serious attack of apoplexy. Not
Content with gardening in addition to his usual literary
jiBcl artistic undertakings, he tells Severn in one of his
letters that he has also taken up the study of astronomy.

But his illness materially added to the home-sickness
which Brown had felt for some time, and this longing,
combined with the advisability of his going to England to
attend to his monetary affairs, with his son's education, and
with his uncertain health, determined him to break up his
home in Italy and return to his own country. He decided
to go at the end of March, and expected to arrive in good
time to take a house in Plymouth by Midsummer day. He
travelled more leisurely than he had at first intended, for he
did not arrive till about the end of April or early in May.
With characteristic enjoyment of persiflage, he assured
liis Italian acquaintances that he was returning to England,
as it was necessary for him to seek a milder climate than
that of Italy, a remark which had point in it from the fact
that the winter and spring of 1835 had been, for Italy,
a severe one. His account of the expenses of living in
England about the year 1835 shows what a radical differ-
ence has taken place since then. A Vicar of "Wakefield
could not nowadays exist under his famous predecessor's
regime ; in Brown's time he could at least have managed
to make both ends meet.n the Yia Tornabuoni in Florence, then as now
